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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This Office Action is in response to Amendment filed on date: 01/09/2006. 
Claims 1-7 and 9-15 are still pending. 

Claim 15 is newly added. 
Claim 8 is cancelled. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 01/09/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

a) In response to Applicant's arguments with regard to the rejection of claims 1 
and 12, under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Moran et al. (US- 
2003/0104827). 

Applicant stated that "Moran does not, however, describe any systems or 
methods that include elements related to a "preferred device" of a user. For example, 
Moran does not describe receive any selections of a preferred device from a user, any 
determinations as to what device is a user's preferred device, or any routing of an SMS 
message to the preferred device of a receiving user... Moran does not teach or suggest 
"determining the preferred device for receiving messages" as recited in claim 1 ... Moran 
dots not however further describe receiving SMS message to a device, determining the 
preferred device for receiving messages, and then sending the formatted message to 
the preferred device, as require by claim 1". While, Moran clearly discloses "the user 
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may desire to send the text message to a PDA device (e.g., palm pilot), a handheld 
computer, or a PC e-mail account rather than a wireless phone or pager. In these 
instances, the user will generally have registered one or more of these types of devices 
with rerouting/reformatting service 70, and device IDs for those devices will be stored in 
database 82. Accordingly, the selected device may be determined based on indicia in 
the prefix of the e-mail address in optional combination with the sending device phone 
number or other indicia contained in e-mail message 75 or the e-mail address (see 
paragraph [0036])... Based on the service provider(s), the capabilities of the destination 
device, and any preferences entered by the user, data extractor and message 
reformatter 96 will reformat e-mail message 75 in a block 1 14 to produce a destination 
message 98. In more detail, destination message 98 will be reformatted, as necessary, 
based on the capabilities of the destination device stored in the device capabilities table 
90, preferences entered by the user stored in rule definitions table 85, user table 86, 
and/or device capabilities table 90, and rules for the service provider that preferably are 
stored in provider rules table 83 and/or rule definition table 85 rules table 84. Generally, 
destination message 98 will comprise an SMS message, an e-mail message, or an 
instant message (see paragraph [0038])... For instance, if the message is to be 
received as a text message by a wireless destination device such as a wireless phone 
15 or a pager 87 and the service provider is AT&T wireless, the message will be 
formatted to correspond with any applicable protocol required by the SMS messaging 
services provided by AT&T wireless, and forwarded to AT&T wireless SMSC 16, along 
with the phone number for the destination device, whereupon AT&T wireless SMSC 16 
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will send the message to the destination device via a wireless antenna 74 (see 
paragraph [0039]). 

b) In response to Applicant's arguments with regard to the rejection of claim 9, 
applicant stated that "Moran does not teach or suggest "a server function for 
determining the preferred device" as recited in claim 9... Moran does not however 
further describe receive SMS message to a device, determining the preferred device for 
receiving messages, and then sending the formatted message to the preferred device. 
As such, Moran does not describe any elements that determine the preferred device, or 
send the SMS message to the preferred device, as required by claim 9". While, Moran 
particularly discloses "the user may desire to send the text message to a PDA device 
(e.g., palm pilot), a handheld computer, or a PC e-mail account rather than a wireless 
phone or pager. In these instances, the user will generally have registered one or more 
of these types of devices with rerouting/reformatting service 70, and device IDs for 
those devices will be stored in database 82 (described as "server"). Accordingly, the 
selected device may be determined based on indicia in the prefix of the e-mail address 
in optional combination with the sending device phone number or other indicia 
contained in e-mail message 75 or the e-mail address (see paragraph [0036])... In more 
detail, destination message 98 will be reformatted, as necessary, based on the 
capabilities of the destination device stored in the device capabilities table 90, 
preferences entered by the user stored in rule definitions table 85, user table 86, and/or 
device capabilities table 90, and rules for the service provider that preferably are stored 
in provider rules table 83 and/or rule definition table 85 rules table 84. Generally, 
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destination message 98 will comprise an SMS message, an e-mail message, or an 
instant message (see paragraph [0038])... For instance, if the message is to be 
received as a text message by a wireless destination device such as a wireless phone 
15 or a pager 87 and the service provider is AT&T wireless, the message will be 
formatted to correspond with any applicable protocol required by the SMS messaging 
services provided by AT&T wireless, and forwarded to AT&T wireless SMSC 16, along 
with the phone number for the destination device, whereupon AT&T wireless SMSC 16 
will send the message to the destination device via a wireless antenna 74 (see 
paragraph [0039]). 

With all the reasons stated above, the rejection is deemed proper and still 
stands. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1 1 and 14 are objected to because of typographical errors. 
In claim 1 1 , line 1 , "8" should be changed to - -9- 

In claim 14, line 1, "8" should be changed to - -12- -. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-7 and 9-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Moran et al. (US-2003/01 04827). 

Regarding claim 1, Moran et al. disclose a method for providing SMS messages 
to a user (fig. 2A and description) having a plurality of devices including a preferred 
device ([0009]-[0012]), the method comprising: 

receiving a SMS message for one of the plurality of devices ([0033]-[0036]); 

determining the preferred device for receiving messages [0036]; 

formatting the SMS message according to characteristics of the preferred device 
([0030]-[0038]); and 

sending the formatted message to the preferred device ([0038]-[0040]). 

Regarding claim 2, Moran et al. disclose the method of claim 1, wherein sending 
the formatted message comprises sending the formatted message to a SMS-capable 
device ([0038]-[0040]). 

Regarding claim 3, Moran et al. disclose the method of claim 1 , wherein sending 
the formatted message comprises sending the formatted message to an e-mail address 
([0034]-[0036]). 
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Regarding claim 4, Moran et al. disclose the method of claim 1 , wherein sending 
the formatted message comprises sending the formatted message to an instant 
messenger client [0038]. 

Regarding claim 5, Moran et al. disclose the method of claim 1, wherein sending 
the formatted message comprises sending the formatted message to a phone [0039]. 

Regarding claim 6, Moran et al. disclose the method of claim 1, wherein sending 
the formatted message comprises sending the formatted message to digital companion 
client software ([0039]-[0041]). 

Regarding claim 7, Moran et al. disclose the method of claim 1 , comprising: 
storing messages in a database when the user's preferred device is not available to 
receive messages ([0028]-[0029]). 

Regarding claim 9, Moran et al. disclose an apparatus (fig. 2A and description) 
for providing SMS messages to a user having a plurality of devices including a preferred 
device ([0036]-[0040]), comprising: 

a database for storing a specification of a preferred device ([0028]-[0029] and 
[0036]-[0038]); 

a gateway server for receiving a SMS message sent to one of the user's devices 
([0034]-[0035]); 
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a server function for determining the preferred device [0036]; and 
a SMS server for sending the SMS message to the preferred device ([0038]- 
[0040]; also see fig. 2A and description). 

Regarding claim 1 0, Moran et al. disclose the apparatus of claim 9, wherein the 
SMS server comprises a server that stores messages to a database when the user's 
preferred device is not available to receive messages ([0028]-[0029]). 

Regarding claim 11, Moran et al. disclose the apparatus of claim 9, wherein the 
SMS server comprises a server that formats the SMS message in accordance with 
characteristics of the preferred device before sending the message to the preferred 
device ([0036]-[0040]). 

Regarding claim 12, Moran et al. disclose an apparatus for providing SMS 
messages to a user (fig. 2A and description) having a plurality of devices including a 
preferred device ([0036]-[0040]), comprising: 

means for storing a specification of a preferred device ([0028]-[0029]); 

means for receiving a SMS message sent to one of the user's devices ([0034]- 
[0035]); 

means for determining the preferred device [0036]; and 
means for sending the SMS message to the preferred device ([0038]-[0040]; also see 
fig. 2A and description). 
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Regarding claim 13, Moran et al. disclose the apparatus of claim 12, wherein the 
means for sending the SMS message comprises means for storing messages to a 
database when the user's preferred device is not available to receive messages ([0028]- 
[0029]). 

Regarding claim 14, Moran et al. disclose the apparatus of claim 12, wherein the 
means for sending the SMS message comprises means for formatting the SMS 
message in accordance with characteristics of the preferred device before sending the 
message to the preferred device ([0036]-[0040]). 

Regarding claim 15, Moran et al. disclose a method ([0036]-[0040]), comprising: 
receiving a plurality of identifier associated with a respective plurality of devices 

[0036]; 

storing the plurality of identifiers in a user profile associated with a user [0036]; 
receiving a selection of a preferred device "selected device" of the plurality of 
devices [0036]; 

receiving a specification of characteristics of the preferred device [0038]; 
receiving an SMS message having a destination identifier ([0038]-[0040]); 
determining the SMS message is addressed to the user when the destination 
identifier is one of the plurality of identifiers ([0038]-[0040]); 
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when the SMS message is addressed to the user [0038], determining an 
identifier of the preferred device [0036], and formatting the SMS message based on the 
specification of characteristics of the preferred device and including the identifier of the 
preferred device [0038], and sending the formatted SMS message to the preferred 
device ([0036]-[0040]). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a) Thompson discloses "the invitation may be forwarded to the team member by 
formulating a text-based invitation message suitable for display by the selected 
communications device, and sending the text-based invitation message to the selected 
communications device" (see specification). 

b) Karve discloses "The forwarding address database stores phone numbers that 
may be selected by the user such that received short messages are forwarded to the 
selected address" (see specification). 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 

Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Huy Q Phan whose telephone number is 571-272-7924. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-6PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kincaid G Lester can be reached on 571-272-7922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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